
INFORMATION FOR THE PRESS 

“ZLevision of the American Chipmunks (Genera 

Taaias a;ld Zutmias ) It is the title of Xorth American Fauna X0. 52, reloort- 

in& on a StUQT of tiie:>e native rOCeiltS, and just ;UUblisAed by the iixited 

States Department of Agriculture. IAle auL:or, Arthur R. Eo~~ell, senior 

biolo;ist of the 3ureau of Biol.o;;ical Surve;, has had opportunity to examine 

practicsll;- all the specimens of s‘r,ipmunks in the principal ,museums and Sri- 

vate collect;.ons in Korth America, niur.beriqy more than 1,3r)O of ti;e eastern 

m . genus iamlts, and more than 13,000 of the western genus Eutamias. 

Taxias is a com?act gro;cp com?risins but one species with five r;eo- 

grz@ic races, while Zutamias is represented in North America by five dis- 

tinct :;‘ro~.i3s cox2risinc;’ 16 species anti a total of 60 valid folms. ?receding 

a S~Stei2ati.c review of all these fords, with zxqs showing their razzes, a 

general acco-mt of the life Ilistorz of the chi-omunks is given, incl:~.G.ng de- 

scri;.stion of tkir ha’tiit,zt, burrows and nests, food and food-storing, I?ijer- 

nat in,;, breeding, and other haoits. 

-4s to the ec.ollolzic status of tl;ese a;?i;nals, ILiFt autkor says: II The 

eastex c~:i;3;:xn~~:s occasionally c;a~a.ge drain in the fields and dig ur, and. eat 

corn a:xd otLer 2la:ted seeds, but in the imain t?;eir habits in relatFon to 


